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December 3, 2017           The First Sunday in Advent

O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, so that the
mountains  would  quake  at  your  presence—as  when  fire  kindles
brushwood and the fire  causes water  to  boil—to  make your  name
known to your adversaries, so that the nations might tremble at your
presence!                                                  -- Isaiah 64:1-2

When our world seems desperately out  of control,  our hearts cry out to
God: “Come down here and fix this”.  When our patience is exhausted with
the  foolishness  of  the  world  about  us,  our  spirits  cry  out  for  divine
intervention to make it right. In the case of this scripture text, the cry of the
prophet makes sense to us. When we are at our wits end, and there seems
no reasonable way out, we cry out for divine intervention that would rescue
us from the troubles about us, from people who act foolishly, and for events
beyond our control. Yet, we discover, like Isaiah, that while God is always
near-by  and  attentive  to  our  predicament,  God  does  not  miraculously
appear, wave a magic wand, and correct the evils of the world.  Rather, our
“God with Us—Emmanuel” abides with us enabling us to seek righteous
and just solutions to the problems we encounter. Our gift of free will, the
capacity to think, create, analyze, and respond, in intimate companionship
with our loving God, provides the capacity to work through the problems we
face.  It  is  in  this  divine  partnership  that  God works  in  us,  with  us  and
through us to resolve the brokenness of  our world.  Let  us use our time
during this Season of Advent to develop a closer relationship with God that
will enable us to creatively and lovingly address the broken places of our
world.

PRAYER:   Creative  and  loving  God,  come to  us  with  such power  and
presence that we learn to rely on you. Teach us to use our gifts to work
with you in resolving the brokenness of the world we experience.  Amen.
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December 4, 2017            The First Monday in Advent

Then we will never turn back from you; give us life, and we will call on
your name. Restore us, O LORD of hosts; let your face shine, that we
may be saved.           — Psalm 80:18-19

One focus of the Season of Advent is on the despair and anguish of the
people  of  God.  During  this  liturgical  season,  many  of  the  lectionary
scripture text  we read in worship reflect the darkness and despair often
experienced by the people of God.  Frequently reflected in the Psalms,
early Israel often felt alone, distant from God, even abandoned.  It was St.
John of the Cross (1542-1591), a Spanish Carmelite priest, who described
this spiritual  experience as  “The Dark Night  of the Soul”.  He noted that
spiritual  moments  of  isolation,  aloneness,  despair,  and  feeling  of
abandonments are our personal dark nights.  St. John of the Cross taught
that God has never abandons us, however, there may be occasions when
God leaves us in our darkness as a way of purifying the soul.  For most this
is  only  temporary.  For  others it  may last  much longer.  Saint  Teresa of
Calcutta, according to her personal letters released in 2007, describes a
personal  spiritual  darkness most  of  her  life.  She writes of  her  struggles
lasting  from  1948  almost  up  until  her  death  in  1997.  Franciscan  Friar
Benedict  Groeschel,  a  close  friend  of  Mother  Teresa,  claims  that  "the
darkness left" towards the end of her life.   While our feelings of desolation
and abandonment feel very real, we can rely on the words of Jesus who
says:  “And  surely,  I  am with  you  always,  to  the  very  end  of  the  age."
(Matthew 28:20b)

PRAYER:  O God, let us never forget, even in our darkest moments that
you are present with us.  Amen.
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December 5, 2017           The First Tuesday in Advent

He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you may be blameless
on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful; by him you were
called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

       -- 1 Corinthians 1:8-9

In his first letter to the church at Corinth, the Apostle Paul uses several key
words to express a message assuring God’s presence.  While the words
were originally written by Paul to the Corinthians in the 1st century (52-52
CE), by God’s grace these words are meant for us in the 21st century as
well.  The first word Paul uses early in his letter, he tells us that God will
“strengthen”  us.  Implicit  in  this  word  is  God’s  expectation  that  we  will
remain true to the high calling for which he created us.  It is note-worthy
that while God will strengthen and support us, we are expected to remain
faithful to Him. The second key word is “faithful”. This is God’s promise to
be faithful to us. This is powerful language for Paul writing in the context of
the troubled society of Corinth, and it is equally powerful language for us
who  live  in  a  troubled  and broken society.  This  rich  word of  Paul  is  a
reminder that no matter how troubled or broken our world might be, God is
faithful.  The third key word is “called”.   This  call  is  not  to work or to a
vocation or to a mission; this call is invitation to enter into the fellowship of
the Church created by Jesus Christ.   This is invitation to enlist  into the
fellowship of sisters and brothers who have committed themselves to the
core values of Jesus Christ and join with others to live as Jesus’ disciples in
the world. May this holy Season of Advent be a time you experience the
strength of God in your life, the faithfulness of God, and the call to abide in
the love of Jesus.

PRAYER:  O God remind us today of  your holy presence that seeks to
strength us, support us and call us to live with you as disciples of your Son,
Jesus Christ, our Lord.  Amen.
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December 6, 2017              The First Wednesday in Advent

Comfort,  O  comfort  my people,  says  your  God.  Speak  tenderly  to
Jerusalem,  and  cry  to  her  that  she  has  served  her  term,  that  her
penalty is paid, that she has received from the Lord’s hand for all her
sins.                                   
— Isaiah 40:1-2

God  urges  Isaiah  to  speak  tenderly  to  His  people  and  comfort  them
because they have received DOUBLE for all their sins. What comfort could
be found in receiving double for your sins? This is a perplexing passage for
us who are not familiar with the customs and culture in Isaiah’s time.  A
person in Isaiah’s time could declare bankruptcy by making visible their
“certificate of debt“ at the gate of the city for all to see. This is where the
elders, business leaders, and bankers sat to transact business.  Someone
of this group might see the “certificate of debt” and agree to pay off the
person’s  debt.  The  elders  would  receive  the  amount  owed  from  this
generous  benefactor,  fold  the  “certificate  of  debt”  and  nail  it  to  the
announcement board at the gate. When the bankrupt person returned and
saw the paper folded (or doubled) and nailed to the board, they knew their
debt was cancelled; someone had paid it in full. It is in this context that God
tells Isaiah to announce the Good News that he, the generous benefactor,
was offering Israel a double for all their sins. Their sins were paid for in full.
They were canceled. This Old Testament text reveals how God has always
sought our redemption. God’s consistent care and compassion for us is the
ultimate act of Christ who paid our debt.  Now, we bankrupt sinners can
receive a double (fold)  for  all  our  sins.  Our sins were not  nailed to the
announcement  board  at  the  city  gate,  Christ  nailed  them to  His  cross
(Colossians 2:14). 

PRAYER:    Praise to you O God for your loving compassion that paid for 
our sins and freed us from sinful bankruptcy.  Amen.
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December 7, 2017         The First Thursday in Advent

‘From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes
tender and puts forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. So
also,  when you  see these things taking place,  you know that  he is
near, at the very gates.                  –
Mark 13:28-29

This is a part of a larger section in Mark on the end times or apocalypse
(13:1-37). Jesus is teaching his disciples there will be always be change in
the future of the world. Using the fig tree as an illustration, he points to the
change in season and the different stages in the life of the fig tree. This is
not a text about a catastrophic end of the world, of life or the faith. This is a
text  about  God’s presence with His people in every season.  Often, the
disciples  would  quiz  Jesus  on  when  the  end  time  would  come  (see
Matthew 24:3).  This was born out of the teaching of the church of their
time, a cultural expectation, that the world would end at a certain moment.
Jesus never answers the questions of when or how the world would end.
Instead, he encouraged his hearers to be diligent and patient.  While he
never denies that the world would end, he consistently affirms there will be
change.  He never gives a time-table or description of events to come. The
core of Jesus message is to be patient, always waiting for God to unfold
history, and to be diligent in living and sharing the faith.

PRAYER:  God of  all  history,  past,  present  and future,  teach us to  be
patient  in  waiting  on  the  next  step  of  the  journey  you  unfold  for  us.
Empower us to be diligent in living faithfully and sharing the Good News of
Jesus’ love, forgiveness, and grace.   Amen.
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December 8, 2017               The First Friday in Advent

I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God
that has been given you in Christ Jesus, for in every way, you have
been  enriched  in  him,  in  speech  and  knowledge  of  every  kind.

   – 1 Corinthians 1:4-5

Paul’s affirmation of disciples at Corinth are not elaborate and grandiose;
but specific and explicit. He affirms how the richness of the Gospel is seen
and expressed in the body of the church.  The richness is defined in two
forms.  One is that the disciples are enriched in speech. They witness with
words that  are helpful,  enlightening,  and revealing.  Their speech affirms
others and offers a window on the love and grace of  Jesus.  The other
enrichment given the disciples is knowledge. They are given the blessing of
understanding Jesus  who lived,  taught,  healed,  suffered,  died and rose
again.   They understand and have embraced His story and are able to
communicate it to others with passion and love. O that we too, in our 21st

Century world,  could experience the richness of  speech and knowledge
described by Paul for the Corinthian Church. In a world where speech often
too cruel, hateful, divisive and lacking in love, speech that is filled with the
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ could be transformative and redemptive.
Paul  is  celebrating  that  the  Corinthian  disciples  know  and  understand
Jesus’ story.  They have spent time internalizing Jesus’ life among us, and
have the capacity of telling His story with passion and commitment.  For us,
that means that we too must understand the story of Jesus so completely
that we can tell his story with the knowledge that it will transform broken
bodies, broken souls, and a broken world.

PRAYER:   Loving God, we praise you for your consistent, active presence
among us.  We ask that you enrich our lives with speech and knowledge as
those disciples in the Church of Corinth.  Allow us to be your agents of
transformation and reconciliation for the broken of the world.  Amen.
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December 9, 2017                   The First Saturday of Advent

Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the master of the
house will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at
dawn, or else he may find you asleep when he comes suddenly. And
what I say to you I say to all: Keep awake.’  -- Mark 13:35-37

The phrase “stay awake” is repeated three time in the Gospel of Mark 13.
Jesus repeats it in the context of this short parable in verses 33, 35, and
37.  It seems he is pounding his theme home.  The same theme, “staying
awake”, is also central to Jesus’ experience in the Garden of Gethsemane”
where he chastises the disciples for their failure to stay awake. Matthew
26:40-41, Mark 14:33-34, Luke 22:45-46 all tell of the failure of the disciples
to stay awake and be constant in prayer. Since Mark is sharing this parable
about staying awake, and all three Gospel writers are intent on telling the
story of the disciples’ failure to stay awake in the Garden of Gethsemane,
we ought to pay serious attention. The salvation work of Jesus was a short
period of time--only three years; he did not have time to waste.  His work
was intensive, challenging and demanding. Jesus understood, and taught,
that staying connected to God through prayer was essential for the success
of his mission and for the on-going mission of the disciples. Jesus wants us
to fully grasp the seriousness, the intensity and the demand of healing a
broken world;  and that  we cannot  accomplish that  apart  from a serious
commitment to aggressive prayer. 

PRAYER:   Great and loving God, who sent your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord,  to  live,  work  and  share  among  us,  enable  us  to  have  the  same
commitment and intensity of mission that he exhibited to us. Help us to stay
awake,  to  be  in  communion  with  you,  and  committed  to  the  task  of
redemption and restoration of your world.   Amen. 
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December 10,2017                The Second Sunday in Advent

A voice cries out in the wilderness ‘prepare the way of the Lord, make
straight in the desert a highway for our God. Every valley shall  be
lifted  up,  and  every  mountain  and  hill  be  made  low;  the  uneven
ground shall become level,  and the rough places a plain. Then the
glory  of  the  Lord  shall  be  revealed,  and  all  people  shall  see  it
together, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.’          --Isaiah 40:3-5

This text is about identifying and removing obstacles that make it difficult,
even impossible, to see the “glory of the Lord”.  The prophet uses dramatic
language  to  illustrate  barriers  that  forbid  the  people  of  the  earth  from
recognizing the magnificence and splendor of God.  Mountains shall  be
removed. Valleys will be filled in. Rough and difficult terrain will be made
smooth. Natural obstacles are removed so the line of sight is uninterrupted.
This text makes me wonder what obstacles stand in my way, prohibiting my
view  of  the  glory  of  the  Lord.  Does  my  overly-busy  schedule  make  it
impossible to see God’s splendor? Perhaps my prejudices get in the way of
seeing the beauty of the Lord.  Possibly my obsession with my own agenda
impedes my recognition of the magnificence of God in my world. Whatever
the obstacles, the call of the prophet is to remove the barriers that block our
vision of the glory of God. Here is a description of the work of the Season
of Advent.  It is our time to be attentive to the personal obstacles that block
our  vision of  the glory of  the Lord and work diligently to remove them.
Then, we can encounter the glory of God in magnificent splendor. 

PRAYER:   Teach us O God to remove the barriers that block our view of
your  marvelous  work.  Enable  us  to  use  this  season  of  preparation  to
eliminate any obstacle that hinders our recognition of the incredible gift of
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen.
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December 11, 2017                   The Second Wednesday in Advent

When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion we were like those who
dream. Then our mouth was filled with laughter, and our tongue with
shouts of joy; then it was said among the nations, ‘The LORD has done
great things for them.’                                           --Psalm 126:1-
2

Restoration, redemption and resurrection must be fundamental words in 
the vocabulary of every Christian.  It is often difficult to embrace these lofty 
concepts when there is so much suffering, pain and death in our personal 
experience of life.  Our human existence is fragile exposing us to frequent 
experiences of pain and suffering. Surrounded by troubles, it is easy to 
blame God for our misfortunes.  We wonder how a loving God can permit 
suffering.  The people of Israel, listening to this psalmist, were familiar with 
pain, misfortune and suffering.  They lost control of their promised land by 
foreign invaders; they experienced death and destruction through war; 
many of their inhabitants were imprisoned; and many of their leaders were 
exiled.  However, the triumph song of the psalmist is a witness to God who 
never abandons His people.  While there are moments and experiences of 
great pain, destruction, and death, God’s promise is one of ultimate victory. 
The core value of our faith is resurrection.  No matter what happens, we will
stand with our risen Lord on the last day.  Just as the psalmist sings praises
to God for His eternal presence, we too must praise God who is victorious 
in the end.  Then like Israel, “our mouth will be filled with laughter and our 
tongues with shouts of joy.” Let us never despair, no matter how difficult the
situation might be.  Ours is a God of victory, new life, and resurrection.

PRAYER:    Holy and ever living God, you who never knows defeat, remind
us that we are always within your care.  Remind us that you have always 
rescued your people and brought them into your holy presence.     Amen.

Page 9 of 24



December 12, 2017     The Second Tuesday of Advent

But do not ignore this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is
like a thousand years,  and a thousand years are like one day. The
Lord is not slow about his promise, as some think of slowness, but is
patient  with  you, not  wanting  any  to  perish,  but  all  to  come  to
repentance.                          

    – 2 Peter 3:8-9

Time is a critical commodity for most of us. We wear a watch, which we 
reference frequently. The introduction of the cell phone provides a clock 
with the addition of an alarm. Our calendars, personal and corporate, are 
indispensable tools that provides order to our life. Clocks are everywhere.  
We order life through the use of watches, clocks and calendars.  Without 
these tools of time our personal and corporate lives would be chaotic, 
disordered, and messy. The management of man-designed linear time is 
called chronous and is not to be confused with Kairos or God’s time.  
Chronous, man’s time, is designed to control and manage life experience.  
Kairos, God’s time, is not manageable or controllable. Kairos is beyond 
human comprehension and is solely the property of God. The text for 
today, 2 Peter 3:8-9, is about Kairos.  It is God’s time and beyond the 
capacity of humans to control or understand. The only response that 
humans can make to Kairos, God’s time, is patience.  God will act as God 
deems it appropriate.  A discipline of the Season of Advent for Christian 
disciples is to develop holy patience.  This requires accepting God’s timing 
and management of life. Disciples who accept the Kairos of God, who live 
patiently in God’s time, and embrace a life ordered by God, will discover a 
peace that passes all understanding;

PRAYER: Great Creator God, teach us to have holy patience as we wait 
on the unfolding of your creation.  Amen.
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December 13, 2017                   The Second Wednesday in Advent

He proclaimed, ‘The one who is more powerful than I is coming after
me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong of his sandals.

--Mark 1:7

This is the word of John the Baptist defining his role in the work of God.  In 
a Jewish world that was expecting a messiah, John clearly states he is not 
the holy one or the messiah.  The Holy One is yet to appear, and John 
notes that the messiah will be profoundly more holy and that he, John, will 
be unworthy to even be his servant.  Clearly John stands in awe of the 
messiah who is to come.  His reverence, respect and adoration are evident.
I wonder, have we lost a sense of the holy?   In our time and culture, the 
Season of Advent appears to be more about shopping, gift buying, and 
decorations than acknowledging the Holy One who has come to dwell 
among us. The Season of Advent is about personal and community 
preparation to celebrate the Holy One coming into our lives.  This is a big 
deal that goes far beyond tinsel, gifts and parties.  This is a time when we 
celebrate God’s child leaving a heavenly home to reside in the womb of a 
virgin girl of Galilee.  This is a time to celebrate that God has come among 
us in flesh and blood.  This is a time when the ancient prophetic promises 
of God are fulfilled in the pregnancy of Mary.  The Season of Advent is a 
significantly holy season that challenges disciples of Jesus to remember, 
reflect and acknowledge the incredible work that God accomplished in the 
annunciation and pregnancy of Mary.  Like John, we are really unworthy, 
but God has revealed himself to us anyway.

PRAYER:   Holy God, whose shoes we are unworthy to untie, come to us in
our humanity and share with us your holy presence.  Make this day a holy 
one.  Amen.
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December 14, 2017              The Second Thursday in Advent

As  it  is  written  in  the  prophet  Isaiah,  ‘See,  I  am  sending  my
messenger ahead of you, who will prepare your way; the voice of one
crying out in the wilderness: “Prepare the way of the Lord, make his
paths straight”’,                   -- Mark 1:2-3

Anyone driving through the mountains of West Virginia, is quickly 
introduced to winding and twisting roads. It has been said that the engineer
who developed our mountain highways was riding a snake.  To be fair, 
there are a few new highways with straight stretches, but most are two 
lane, winding roads that make travel time consuming and sometimes 
dangerous.  While West Virginias can identify with the cry of Isaiah, his 
prophecy does not speak of miraculously aligning our mountain roads. He 
is speaking of God’s reorganizing the crooked roads of our spiritual life.  
Too often, the people of God have taken a crooked path seeking salvation. 
By listening to loud voices of a broken culture, following popular fads, 
listening to the babble of miss-directed crowds, and following our own self-
centered agenda, we follow a crooked path.  Mark begins his Gospel by 
quoting Isaiah’s announcement that God has entered into human history 
and is creating a straight path to his Kingdom.  From Genesis to 
Revelation, the biblical story is consistent. Through the prophets, John the 
Baptist, and ultimately Jesus, God has prepared a straight highway to his 
throne of grace.  May the Season of Advent be a time when you follow a 
straight road that leads to God’s work of incredible grace in the birth of his 
Son, Jesus.

PRAYER:    Lord, we confess that we often follow a crooked path. Forgive 
us and show us a clear, straight path that you have designed where we 
discover your grace.  Amen
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December 15, 2017                   The Second Friday of Advent

‘But  about  that  day  or  hour  no  one  knows,  neither  the  angels  in
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father. Beware, keep alert; for you
do not know when the time will come.                            —Mark
13:32-33

It is challenging to live in the moment.  Most of us like to know what the 
future will bring.  We pay close attention to weather reports so we can know
the temperature, whether it will rain or snow, or anticipate storms.  For 
those who invest in the stock market one bets on futures to secure a 
greater income. Some folks so obsessed with the future, will consult palm 
readers, psychics or mediums.  To be fair, we all want to know what the 
future will bring so that we can adequately prepare.  There is prudence and
wisdom in preparing for the future.  However, Jesus’ teaching about the 
second coming, or the end time, clearly shares that no one knows how God
will unfold the future.  Jesus suggest he does not know; angels do not 
know; only God the Father has that knowledge.  The text reminds us that 
we must live with patience in the moment, and realize we have no control 
over the future.  There are two lessons for us here.  One is that the moment
is profoundly important. Let’s make the most of it; and once it is gone, it can
never be recaptured.  Two, we have no control over the events of time.  
Clearly, God has the whole world in His hands.

PRAYER:  Lord of time and future, teach us to make each moment a loving
witness for You.  Help us to put our whole trust in your hands that manage 
the future.  Amen.
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December 16, 2017  The Second Saturday in Advent

Rejoice  always,  pray  without  ceasing,  give  thanks  in  all
circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.

 —1 Thessalonians 5:16-18

There are many models of life which defines how to live with joy in this 
world and yet keep our spiritual sights on heaven.  The Desert Father 
rejected the things of this world to live solely in the spirit.  This does not, 
and should not, work for most of us.  We are created to live in the world, in 
community, and as stewards of God’s creation. In Matthew Henry’s 
Commentary on this text he writes: “A truly religious life is a life of constant 
joy. And we should rejoice more, if we prayed more.” Our Christian life is a 
constant search for the balance between the earthly-human life we live 
each day, and the spiritual/God-centered life for which we strive.  In the 
creation stories of Genesis there is the constant refrain: “And God saw that 
it was good.” The world in which we live is a marvelous and beautiful gift of 
God.  It is for us to enjoy.  However, the Apostle Paul’s counsel to the 
Christians at Thessaloniki, and indeed to us, is to enjoy them but do not 
see in them things eternal. We should always be ready to let go of all that 
we have to be present with God’s will for our lives.  On the other hand, we 
are to recognize the incredible gift of God made known in the birth, life, 
teaching, healing, sacrifice and resurrection of His child, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. This is why the Apostle Paul teaches us to rejoice, stay in 
communication (prayer) with God and to celebrate the life given us both 
now and in eternity.

PRAYER:   Give us joyful hearts O Lord.  Even in those difficult and 
challenging times of our life, remind us to rejoice in your presence that will 
see us through until that moment we rest in your holy, eternal presence.   
Amen.



December 17, 2017          The Third Sunday of Advent

Let me hear what God the Lord will speak, for he will speak peace to
his people, to his faithful, to those who turn to him in their hearts.
Surely his salvation is at hand for those who fear him, that his glory
may dwell in our land.                                                    — Psalm 85-8-9

Few would disagree that we live in a noisy world.  Seldom is there 
opportunity to experience quiet.  Radios play background music or news, 
shopping centers have piped in music, a television is constantly playing.  
Because of all this noise, we seldom have opportunity to be quiet, to be still
and to listen. The palmist is calling us to quiet that we might hear the peace
of God.  His counsel steers us in a direction different than our typical 
experience.  Unfortunately, in most cases our prayers to God are one’s of 
petition, supplication, or intercession. We are busy about telling God what 
we need or what we would like for Him to do.  The psalmist is calling the 
faithful to be quiet that they might hear the profound message of peace 
offered by God.  The Season of Advent is a time of preparation for the 
coming of the Christ Child requiring opportunity to hear. Just as Mary heard
the message that she was to bear God’s child and just as Joseph heard 
guidance and direction, just  as the shepherds heard the word of angels, 
we too must have hearts that are open to hear what God is saying to each 
of us.  Note the psalmist teaches that the voice of God comes to those 
whose heart is open.  Are we quiet enough to really hear the holy word of 
God’s peace?

PRAYER:    Speak to us loudly Lord that we might hear your holy word of 
peace.  Remove distractions from us that forbid us to be fully attentive to 
your word to us.   Amen.



December 18, 2017           The Third Monday in Advent

He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe
through him. He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to
the light.                           --
John 1:7-8

John the Baptist was a profoundly humble man.  It might not seem so at 
first glance.  After all, he is a very colorful character; and clearly, he was 
not shy about preaching what God had laid on his heart. All that is true, but 
he also knew that he was not the messiah and that God had other plans 
than simply his preaching in the wilderness. He was clear, that another 
instrument of God was in the making.  John saw himself as the forerunner, 
the announcer, the one who would set the stage for that which is yet to 
happen.  He was not the star of the show, he was the opening act.  This is 
a great witness for us in the Season of Advent.  It is not always about us.  
Often, we are the opening act of an event that is yet to happen, or the one 
to announce that a greater thing is about to emerge. Sometimes we do this 
by mentoring a younger person who has great potential. We sometimes do 
this when we assist another to achieve a goal that has benefits for many. 
We do well to follow the example of John the Baptist whose humility 
allowed him to set the stage for one greater than himself.  During this 
Advent Season, we can discover ways to mentor others, to encourage 
others to use the gifts we see in them, and to point to others who show 
great promise.  The Season of Advent is a season of humility.

PRAYER:    Great and loving God, we thank you for the witness of John the
Baptist. As your servant, he placed himself second so that your Son could 
shine.  We ask that you teach us to act in humility so that others may 
exhibit the gifts you give them. Amen.



December 19, 2017          The Third Tuesday of Advent

The  spirit  of  the  Lord GOD is  upon  me,  because  the LORD has
anointed me; he has sent me to bring good news to the oppressed, to
bind up the broken-hearted, to proclaim liberty to the captives, and
release to the prisoners;                                            -- Isaiah 61:1

Isaiah is being directed to proclaim a word of hope to the downtrodden, the 
rejected, and the despised. Like the ministry of Jesus four hundred years 
later, the Good News is directed to those who are grieving, hurting, and 
mourning.  For most of us, the Season of Advent is a time to prepare for 
those we love, those who are family, those who are in our church, those 
who are within our closest circle of friends.  However, the message God 
gave to Isaiah is a message also meant for us to re-think our priorities.  “He
has anointed me to preach good news to the poor”.  Perhaps the Spirit of 
the Lord is upon us during this Season of Advent to be present with a 
different group of people, those who are poor, rejected and even despised. 
It is not only Isaiah who nudges us in a response to the least, last and lost. 
Jesus’ teaching moves us beyond simply preaching about those poor and 
hurting and to actually respond to their need in loving, relational and 
practical ways.  Throughout his ministry Jesus’ sermons were followed by 
actions. He fed those who were hungry, he comforted those who were 
mourning, and he healed those who were diseased and injured.  The good 
news of both Old and New Testaments is one of offering God’s healing and 
loving presence in practical ways to the poor and needy.

PRAYER:   May your Holy Spirit descend upon us O God that we 
might witness to the poor and needy among us.  Amen.



December 20, 2017     The Third Wednesday in Advent

He has brought down the powerful from their thrones, and lifted up
the lowly; he has filled the hungry with good things, and sent the rich
away empty.             ---Luke 1:52-53

A first quick reading of the larger text, Luke 1:46-51, from which we have 
selected two verses today, is a bold and joyful proclamation among two 
pregnant women carrying holy children. One, Mary, a teenager, who comes
bearing in her womb, the savior of the world. The other, Elizabeth and older
woman, bearing in her womb, the prophetic John the Baptist. The two 
women dance for joy celebrating what God has done in their life and the 
expectation of what God is about to do. In some ways this is a sweet story. 
Yet as I read Mary’s prayer, this is not just a charming moment.  I am struck
with Mary’s boldness, charisma, holiness and prophecy. Many of the 
phrases of her song are taken from Old Testament prophetic text and 
stitched together in a wondrous and creative way. It is much more than a 
gentle song; it is a powerful prophetic statement witnessing to God’s 
intervention into human history. On hearing her song, the poor and 
deprived could jump to their feet and praise God.  On hearing her song, the
rulers, powerful, and rich would be profoundly troubled. This is a powerful 
prophetic statement from a young peasant girl celebrating that God is 
intervening into human history on the side of the lowly. 

PRAYER: Remind us O God, even in this joyful moment between Mary 
and Elizabeth, that your intended purpose is to bring justice and 
righteousness to all people. Amen.



December 21, 2017         The Third Thursday in Advent

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the
Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All  things came
into  being through him,  and  without  him not  one thing  came into
being. What has come into being in him was life, and the life was the
light of all people. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness
did not overcome it.                                    -- John 1:1-5

Behind this beautiful passage, which is central to our Christmas readings, 
stands great conflict in the history of the church. The question creating the 
conflict, which emerged in the fourth century, is the relationship of Jesus 
Christ to God the Father. The Arians believed that Jesus Christ was born at
a particular moment in history, was separate from God the Father, and had 
not been present with God at the very beginning. Homousians believed that
Jesus Christ was an earthly expression of God the Father and has always 
been present with God the Father.  Clearly this is heady stuff, but the intent 
is to affirm our understanding of the Holy Trinity. For us, as John, the 
Gospel writer teaches in our text for today, Jesus, the Word, the Son of 
God was with God in the beginning and comes to us as God in our world.  
This becomes profoundly important as we celebrate the Christmas event 
where we proclaim Emmanuel— “God with us”! Gratefully the historic 
conflict was resolved by the First Council of Nicaea in the year 325 AD 
where Arianism was pronounced a heresy. Yet it is important for us to 
reclaim the words of the Gospel of John that Jesus Christ has always been 
with, and is an expression of, God the Father, and that this moment in our 
life is a celebration that God is with us in the person of Jesus Christ, the 
babe of Bethlehem.   

PRAYER: Holy God, we rejoice that you have come among us as Jesus 
Christ our Lord. We are humbled that God the Creator would emerge in our
life to give us our salvation.  Let us never forget that Jesus Christ our Lord 
is the full and complete expression of your love and care.  Amen.



December 22, 2017    The Third Friday of Advent

I will sing for joy in God, explode in praise from deep in my soul! He
dressed me up in a suit  of  salvation,  he outfitted me in a robe of
righteousness, as a bridegroom who puts on a tuxedo and a bride a
jeweled tiara. For as the earth bursts with spring wildflowers, and as a
garden  cascades  with  blossoms,  so  the  Master,  God,  brings
righteousness into full bloom and puts praise on display before the
nations.                                                     -- Isaiah 61:10-11 (The Message)

Remember Sunday dress?  I had shoes that my parents called my “Sunday
shoes”.  I have heard others speak of having a Sunday suit or a Sunday
dress.  This was a period in our history when dressing up was the expected
Sunday custom.  One did not go to church in everyday clothing; they went
to church dressed up.  They wore their Sunday best. Men and boys wore
suits and ties. Women wore their best dress, hats and gloves. It was clearly
a different era.  However, Isaiah would have approved.  Note the language
of  this  text.   I  will  “explode”  in  praise.  He  “outfitted”  me  in  a  robe  of
righteousness.  The bridegroom puts on his tuxedo and the bride dresses
in her jewels.  The entrance of God into the world sets the stage for a great
party. It’s time for celebrating. Bring on the best food, dress your best, and
prepare the  banquet  hall  for  a  wonderful  celebration.   The  entrance of
Jesus Christ into our world is a moment of life changing significance.  The
birth  of  Jesus at  Bethlehem is  a  history  making importance.   This  is  a
moment to bring out the best we have to celebrate the incarnation of God’s
child into our life. On Palm Sunday, Jesus tells the Pharisees: ‘I tell you, if
they remain silent, the very stones would cry out” (Luke 19:40)’.  Isaiah is
telling us that it is time to “explode” giving praise to God for the incarnation
of his child.  It’s a great moment—let’s party with the best we have.

PRAYER:   Great and merciful God, we explode with joy and praise at the
birth of your Son Jesus Christ, our Lord. Hear our praise and thanksgiving
for the gift of new life, salvation and transformation that is offered through
his birth. Amen.



December 23, 2017         The Third Saturday of Advent

And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen
his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.

        – John 1:14

I remember the birth of each of my daughters.  The moment that I was able
to first lay eyes on their new life is etched in my memory.  I think it must be
so for every parent, grandparent and sibling.  The moment of laying eyes
on new life is unforgettable. In that moment, we witness the delicate beauty
of the creation of a unique individual.  There is no other like it. God has
created a special gift for the world.  If that be so for us in our humanity, how
much more special is feasting our eyes on the birth of the infant baby of
Bethlehem.  While we were not present in those humble surroundings to
see the holy child, in our imagination, and in the gift of the spirit, we can
gather around the manger to feast our eyes on the holy child.  Thanks to
artists,  sculptures,  poets  and  musicians,  our  imaginations  have  been
enhanced that we might experience the wonder of the moment. The first
chapter of the Gospel of John deliberately sets the stage for us to gather
around the manger where God has done a marvelous thing.  We join a
weary new wife, an exhausted husband, some farm animals, a group of
rag-tag shepherds and all the angels of heaven celebrating that we have
seen the glory of God made known in this infant child.

PRAYER:    Great and loveing God, we give thanks to you for the invitation
to stand at the manger where your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, is born. We
rejoice with all those gathered to praise you for this incredible gift of new
life.  Amen.



December 24, 2017     The Fourth Sunday of Advent and Christmas Eve

In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world
should be registered. This was the first registration and was taken while
Quirinius  was  governor  of  Syria. All  went  to  their  own  towns  to  be
registered. Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea,
to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the
house and family of David. He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he
was engaged and who was expecting a child. While they were there, the
time came for her to deliver her child. And she gave birth to her firstborn
son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because
there was no place for them in the inn. In that region there were shepherds
living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. Then an angel of
the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them,
and they were terrified. But the angel said to them, ‘Do not be afraid; for
see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people: to you is
born  this  day  in  the  city  of  David  a  Saviour,  who  is  the  Messiah, the
Lord. This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of
cloth and lying  in  a  manger.’ And suddenly  there was with  the angel  a
multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and saying, ‘Glory to God in
the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!’
When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said
to one another, ‘Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has
taken place, which the Lord has made known to us.’ So they went  with
haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. When
they  saw  this,  they  made  known  what  had  been  told  them about  this
child; and  all  who  heard  it  were  amazed  at  what  the  shepherds  told
them. But  Mary  treasured  all  these  words  and  pondered  them  in  her
heart. The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had
heard and seen, as it had been told them.             – Luke 2:1-20

PRAYER: Most  Loving  Father,  thank  you  for  this  night  and  for  all  it
represents. Thank you for the hope you bestow, the peace you bring, the
love you pour  out,  and the joy you give.  We praise you most of all  for
Jesus, your Word made flesh. May he light our way as the holy star lit the
way for the wise men. Amen



December 25, 2017              Christmas Day

Now the  birth  of  Jesus  the  Messiah took  place  in  this  way.  When  his
mother Mary had been engaged to Joseph, but before they lived together,
she was found to be with child from the Holy Spirit. Her husband Joseph,
being  a  righteous  man  and  unwilling  to  expose her  to  public  disgrace,
planned to dismiss her quietly. But just when he had resolved to do this, an
angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, ‘Joseph, son of
David, do not be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in
her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you are to name him
Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.’ All this took place to fulfil
what had been spoken by the Lord through the prophet: ‘Look, the virgin
shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall name him Emmanuel’, which
means, ‘God is with us.’ When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the
angel of the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, but had no
marital relations with her until  she had borne a son; and he named him
Jesus.

In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea,
wise men from the East  came to Jerusalem, asking,  ‘Where is the child
who  has  been  born  king  of  the Jews? For  we  observed  his  star  at  its
rising, and have come to pay him homage.’ When King Herod heard this,
he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; and calling together all the
chief  priests  and  scribes of  the people,  he  inquired of  them where the
Messiah was to be born. They told him, ‘In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it
has  been  written  by  the  prophet: “And  you,  Bethlehem,  in  the  land
of Judah, are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you
shall come a ruler who is to shepherd my people Israel.”’

Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the
exact time when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem,
saying, ‘Go and search diligently for the child; and when you have found
him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage.’ When they
had heard the king, they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star
that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the place where the
child  was. When  they  saw  that  the  star  had  stopped, they  were
overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary
his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their
treasure-chests,  they  offered  him  gifts  of  gold,  frankincense,  and



myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left
for their own country by another road.

PRAYER: Loving Father, help us to remember the birth of Jesus, that we
may share in the song of the angels, the gladness of the shepherds, and
worship of the wise men.  Amen




